Reactive alveolar epithelium in chondroid hamartoma of the lung.
To determine the morphologic characteristics of the nonciliated epithelium found in chondroid hamartoma of the lung. The morphologic characteristics and immunohistochemical reaction for surfactant protein A of the nonciliated epithelium in chondroid hamartoma of the lung was studied by immunohistochemistry. Alveolar epithelium in normal lung tissue and lung tissue surrounding primary lung cancer or metastatic lung lesions was used as a control. In all cases, the nonciliated epithelium in chondroid hamartoma showed the morphologic criteria of hyperplastic alveolar type II cells and a very strong positive surfactant protein A reaction in the cytoplasm when compared with alveolar epithelium of the normal lung. Similar hyperplastic type II cells were also found in the alveolar lung around metastatic or primary lung tumors. These findings may indicate that the nonciliated cells found in chondroid hamartoma of the lung are hyperplastic type II cells. This suggests that the alveolar epithelium found in chondroid hamartoma of the lung is a secondary reaction around the hamartoma and not a primary component of the lesion.